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Introduction 
 
 
 

Perhaps Charlie Mackesy’s book, “The Boy, the mole, the fox and the 
Horse” has been a Godsend for teachers, particularly during the most 
difficult months of the COVID Pandemic. 
 
His book provides a beautiful commentary on life, and the 
combination of his drawings and poetic narrative has provided 
encouraging and well-loved sayings not only for children but for 
people of all ages, and many people have taken both comfort and 
inspiration from his work. 
 
These School Assemblies pick out some random texts from his 
beautiful book as a starter for further reflection with children and 
young people about the Christian life. 
 
Hopefully, the outlines provided here will stir you to create your own 
talks, and provide a model for exploring life with the children in your 
care. 
 
The text provided here is not intended to be read word for word but 
encourages you to use your own voice, and to enrich them further 
with your own observations and experiences. 
 
Whilst intended for children, these Assembly outlines can be adapted 
and used for homilies with all ages and I know from my own 
experience that Mackesy’s work has provided a number of starting 
points and illustrations for my own sermon material. 
 
If using one of these as a stand alone assembly rather than delivering 
a series of them, you may want to briefly explain the book, and how it 
features four very different characters who accompany each other on 
a journey of discovery. 
 
We hope this material will be of some use to you, whether you are a 
teacher, a priest or pastor, a youth or schools worker, or whether 
you’ve just come across it as a curious bystander! 
 
Oh, and by the way, if you’re reading this and you work with children 
and haven’t yet ready Charlie Mackesy’s book, then get a move on….! 
 
 
 
Dean Atkins 
August 2021 
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“Imagine how we would be if we were less afraid.” 

 
Imagine – yes, let’s just imagine!  Who has the most vivid imagination?  
Who can tell stories and write tales, and conjure up characters, so that 
they almost feel real, or take us away to a world that doesn’t exist, take 
us away from our troubles and distractions. 
 
Maybe one day, some of you or one of you will become a great author, selling books by the 
millions, entertaining people, thrilling readers.  And maybe your books will be turned into 
movies and musicals, and everyone will be waiting for your next book to be published.  
 
But maybe, now, my imagination is running away from me, getting out of control – that’s 
what our imagination does sometimes! 
 
Yes, we can imagine all kinds of things. 
 
We can imagine what the world would be like if there was no war or violence, no one going 
hungry or homeless, no cruelty, no sadness, no sorrow, no sickness. 
 
‘Imagine how we would be if we were less afraid.’ 
 
There are lots of things that make us afraid.  And they will be different for each one of us.  
We have so many fears.  Sometimes, we realise that there was no need to be fearful at all.  
We worried so much, and the worry came to nothing.  Things seem to have worked out ok. 
 
How did the fear affect us? We may have felt sick, our heart may have been racing, perhaps 
we couldn’t sleep. 
 
Do you know some words that God loves? In the Bible, we hear him speaking them on so 
many occasions. 
 
Here they are. 
 
“Do not be afraid” 
 
When Mary received the angelic visitor to tell her she had been chosen to be the mother of 
Jesus, he spoke the words, “Do not be afraid.” 
  
When Joseph was worried about his predicament that Mary was going to have a baby, the 
angel visited him in a dream, and says, “Do not be afraid.” 
 
When the shepherds were told that a Saviour had been born, they are told, “Do not be 
afraid.” 
 
When Jesus was in the midst of a storm at sea he says to his followers, “Do not be afraid.” 
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When Jesus rose from the dead, and his disciples are so confused and dumbfounded, he said 
“Do not be afraid.” 
 
Yes, there will be things in life that confuse and frighten us, things that cause us to worry. But 
God is never far away, he is as close as close can be.  He may not magically take away the 
problems we face, but knowing he is with us, that he cares for us, that he loves us transforms 
our situation.  It help us face the fear with faith n Jesus, who says to us” “Do not be afraid.” 
 
So let’s imagine . . . 
 
 
Reflection 
 
Let’s close our eyes, if that makes you comfortable. 
and slowly clench our first which we fill with our fears, 
and then slowly open the palms of our hand, 
and open them upwards, 
and imagine we are releasing all the thing we’re afraid of, 
and breath in slowly, 
and out again slowly. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
help us not to be afraid, 
help us to trust in you 
to know that you are always with us. 
We bring to you all the things that cause us to fear, 
We offer them to you. 
We leave them at your feet. 
Fill us with your peace, 
In Jesus name.  Amen. 
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“Life is difficult but you are loved.” 
 
There is a lovely story told about a very holy man who lived in the village 
of Ars in France.  His name was John Vianney, and he was so revered that 
he was declared a saint by the church shortly after his death.  People 
would come from miles around to seek his advice and to make their 
confession to him. 
 
One day, this man of prayer had been intrigued by a much older man who each day would 
come into church and spend an hour praying silently.  St John Vianney decided to ask him, 
“Each day, what do you pray, what do you say to God?”  His answer was beautiful and simple, 
“I look at him, he looks at me, and we tell each other that we love each other.” 
 
Each day that man was locked in a loving embrace, as he and God simply looked at each 
other, and said nothing more than that they loved each other. 
 
Love was at the heart of Jesus’ teaching.  In fact, it was so important to him that he 
commanded us to love.  It was in very difficult circumstances that Jesus gave the command to 
love.  It was on the night of his arrest, the night before he died.  As he was at Supper with his 
friends he gave them an example of love.  He played out in front of them what it means to 
love.  He got up from the meal, stooped to the ground, washed their feet and dried them 
with a towel.  “Love one another,” he said, “as I have loved you.” 
 
A Travel Writer (called Paul Theroux) was on a very different journey from the boy, the mole, 
the fox and the horse, but it was a journey of discovery all the same.  He started his journey 
on the Island of Gibraltar, where many wild monkeys live.  He watched a tourist poking and 
teasing one of them.  After a while, the monkey just had enough and bit the man.  “Ow,” 
cried the man, “This monkey is cruel.  When I hit him, he bites me!” 
 
Sometimes we treat others in the way we have been treated.  We can learn how to behave in 
good ways and bad ways by what we have experienced. 
 
In the Bible, St John said, ‘We love because God first loved us.”  That’s how we know how to 
love, because God has loved us into being, and he literally loves us death.  Jesus loved the 
world so much that he laid down his life for us. 
 
Yes, life is difficult at times but to know that we are loved is such an amazing and important 
thing.  God’s love changes us.  God’s love changes everything. 
 
So, let’s feel the loving look of God upon us, upon you.  Life is difficult but you are loved. 
 

“I’ve realised why we are here” whispered the boy. 
“For cake?” asked the mole. 

“To love, “said the boy 
“And be loved,” said the horse. 
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Prayer 
 
Thank you, Lord, 
for the love you have for us, your children. 
When life is difficult, 
help us to now that we are loved, 
we are always loved. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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“What is the bravest thing you’ve ever said?” asked 
the boy.  “Help,” said the horse. 

 
What different types of transport have you used? Or what different modes 
of transport are there? Car, Bus, train, tram, bicycle, scooter, aeroplane, 
helicopter, ship, boat, hovercraft, hot air balloon, spaceship, horse, 
donkey, camel?! Did no one come to school on a camel today?! Did 
anyone land in a helicopter? 
 
One day, Jesus’s disciples were out on a boat.  Some of them were familiar with life on the 
water because four of them were fisherman so they knew all about boats and sailing.  But 
fishing can be dangerous especially in bad or treacherous weather, especially when there is a 
sea storm, strong winds and huge waves.  Some of you who have travelled by ship or boat, 
will know how bad weather can make for a very unpleasant experience indeed!  Here’s the 
story: 
 

“He made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the 
waves, was far from the land,[d] for the wind was against them. And 
early in the morning he came walking towards them on the lake.  But 
when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified, 
saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in fear.  But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’ 
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on 
the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried 
out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  And those in 
the boat worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’   
 

(Matthew 14:22-33 NRSVA) 
 
At first, Peter thought he could go it alone but there came a moment when he had that 
sinking feeling, and cried out to Jesus for help, “Lord, save me!” Jesus reached out his hand 
and caught him.  “Why did you doubt?” asked Jesus? 
 
When we are struggling, we don’t have to go it alone.  When things seem to be too much to 
take, or we’re feeling helpless or out of our depth, we don’t have to sink. 
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We need each other, and there are times when others will need us.  It’s ok to ask for help – in 
fact, by asking for help we can solve many problems.  They may not go away straight away 
but we will be moving in the right direction.  Jesus has come to help us, he has come to save 
us. 
 
St Paul even said that when he is at his weakest, then he is strongest because then the power 
of God shines through his life.  God gives us help, he gives us his grace, and he has sent his 
Holy Spirit to strengthen us, to guide us, to help us when we are weak. 
 
So, next time you are struggling, be brave, be strong.  Ask for help.  It will be worth it! 
 
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
Help us to say ‘help’ when we need help. 
Help us to give help when we’re asked for help. 
God, help us! 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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“We often wait for kindness… but being kind to 
yourself can start now,” said the mole. 

 
Did you know that it’s estimated that 1.4 trillion photographs are taken 
each year in the world.  I wonder how many of those photographs are 
selfies? It’s thought that each person takes 450 selfies each year – more 
than one for every day of the year! 
 
(If you are able to arrange it with school, perhaps you will be allowed to take a selfie with all 
the children on one of their tablets or ipads.  Perhaps they could post it on social media, if this 
is possible?) 
 
In one way, we are often fascinated with ourselves.  When we are in a group photo our eyes 
immediately will go to ourselves to see how we look! Perhaps, too, we like having a quick 
glance as we pass a shop window to see our reflection, check if our hair is OK, to see 
ourselves perhaps as others see us. 
 
There are some people who hate having their photograph taken and, if we’re honest, there 
may be times when we shy away from looking at ourselves, because there may be parts of us 
that we don’t like.  We may wish we looked differently, and may be rather harsh on 
ourselves. 
 
Sometimes, we are our own worst enemy! We may be hyper-critical, wish we could do 
better, do more, be better at certain things, better at exams, or this thing or that thing. 
 
Sometimes, there are occasions when people or even whole communities are told that they 
are no good, and they begin to believe it – even though it’s just not true! 
 
But listen to these beautiful words from the Bible, from Psalm 139 (read some or all of this 
depending on your circumstances) 
 

O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
you discern my thoughts from far away. 
 
You search out my path and my lying down, 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, 
O LORD, you know it completely. 
 
You hem me in, behind and before, 
and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
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Where can I go from your spirit? 
Or where can I flee from your presence? 
If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 
if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. 
 
If I take the wings of the morning 
and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, 
even there your hand shall lead me, 
and your right hand shall hold me fast. 
 
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
and the light around me become night,” 
even the darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is as bright as the day, 
for darkness is as light to you. 
 
For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
 
My frame was not hidden from you, 
when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
 
In your book were written 
all the days that were formed for me, 
when none of them as yet existed. 
 
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; 
I come to the end—I am still with you. 
 

(Psalm 139: 1-18, NRSVA) 
 
 
Once upon a time, St Francis had everything he wanted, a rich family, lots of fine clothes, lots 
of friends, many parties to go to.  He could have any of that at any time.  It was when he gave 
up all those things, that he discovered what he had left was love, when he had stripped 
everything else away, he knew that there was only love between him and God and other 
people, and he looked upon everyone with so much love. 
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Jesus said, “Did you know that not even a sparrow falls to the ground and died without God 
knowing, and you are worth more than many sparrows.”  He said that God knows every hair 
on our head.  He told us to look at how beautiful the flowers of the field were.  If God makes 
flowers so beautiful which are trampled underfoot or thrown onto a fire, how much more will 
he look after and care for us. 
 
Prayer 
 
God, sometimes we are our own worst enemy 
and can be really hard on ourselves. 
Help us to be kind to everyone, 
To the world, to all you have made. 
Help us to be kind to ourselves. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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“What do you think success is?” asked the boy. “To 
love,” said the mole. 
 
Have ready a pencil and a piece of paper (with a  clipboard if that helps) 
 
Who are the richest people in the world or in the UK? In August, 2021, 
the richest person in the world was the founder of Amazon who was 
worth over $192 billion dollars! Can you imagine what you could do with 
so much money?! 
 
There are many people who have been really successful, and who have made so much 
money, individuals who are richer than certain countries.  But are riches and huge houses 
and fast cars the only sign of success?  The mole thinks otherwise! 
 
There is a story that Jesus told about a man who had so many possessions that he didn’t 
know what to do with them all.  He must have been a farmer of some kind, because he had 
loads and loads of grain, which would have been worth so much money to him. 
 
So he decided to build more barns and bigger barns in which to store it all his valuable grain, 
so that he would have riches for years to come.  But things were about to take a turn for the 
worse. 
 
“Oh you fool,” said God, “you’ve stored up so many riches on earth and today you will die, 
and you can’t take all this with you!” 
 
Jesus then went on to say to those who heard his story that they should store up treasures 
for themselves in heaven. 
 
Sometimes, we learn some extremely valuable lessons from people who have very little.  
Someone called St Teresa of Calcutta gave up everything she had to work with the poorest of 
the world’s poor in India.  She said many lovely things, and she said this: 
 
“I want to be a pencil in the hand of God writing  a love letter to the world.” 
 
Imagine that, that we can share God’s love in the world, a love that can achieve so much and 
change so much.  She wanted everyone to know, through her life, that God loved the world.  
She wanted her life to speak loudly for God.  She wanted to be a message to the world that 
God’s love them by putting into action the love that she had for the poor. 
 
What kind of love letter do you think God could be writing in your life? 
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
sometimes we seek so many things, 
and we all want to be successful at one thing or another. 
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Help us to realise that we fulfil your plans for us when we love, 
for love is at the heart of your Kingdom. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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“The greatest illusion said the mole, “is that life 
should be perfect.” 
 
 
Have you ever been disappointed? Maybe you didn’t get the Christmas 
present you wanted? Or maybe your football team didn’t win the League.  
Perhaps you went on holidays once and, well, it just didn’t turn out as you 
thought it would.  Maybe you’ve met even more serious disappointments.  
You know, those times in your life, when life just doesn’t seem fair.  Yes, 
we are reminded all the time that life isn’t perfect! 
 
 
There are many difficulties in life, and some people seem to have more difficulties than most.  
We will have to make sacrifices, struggle on – not everything just falls into our laps.  We may 
look at some people around us and think ‘They are Lucky, they’ve got everything.  I wish I was 
like them!” 
 
In a book that tells the story of a mother whose child has suffered a devastating brain injury, 
Nia Wyn, writes this 
 
 ‘As we pass the running children who hold up their heads so easily, I realise miracles are so 
common place we barely recognise them anymore, and near the circles of mothers anxiously 
comparing milestones at the school gates, I see how we live in a time where normal is never 
enough, and we are never full.’  (Blue Sky July, 2007) 
 
But that mother had begun to see the small miracles in life that perhaps all of us overlook at 
times, because we don’t want just everyday things, we always want so much more.  And yet 
the everyday things can be and are amazing, if we just stop to appreciate them! 
 
In another part of the book, the boy says: 
 

What do you think is the biggest waste of time? 
Comparing yourself to others,” said the mole. 

 
We know that life isn’t perfect.  We look around us and see so many things that just don’t 
seem right.  We may look at ourselves and think we are not as we would like to be.  We may 
prefer different colour hair or eyes. We may wish we had different clothes, or more money, 
or a bigger house… 
 
In our lives, we will have to deal with sad things as well as being able to enjoy the happy 
things.  We will have times of difficulty as well as times when life seems to be moving along 
just fine.  Jesus didn’t promise an easy life or a perfect life. In fact, life doesn’t become 
perfect until we reach the life of Heaven. 
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A nun once went to speak to her Mother Superior because she was experiencing something 
particularly difficult.  “For goodness sake, sister,” she said, “don’t drag your cross, carry it!” 
 
Jesus said, “Take up your cross and follow me.”  By that he meant that life would come with 
burdens and challenges and pain too.  Pick up the sacrifices and challenges and difficulties 
that you have to carry and come with me.  The joys to come will far outweigh the difficulties 
now. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
Life isn’t always as we want it to be. 
Sometimes life seems so unfair. 
Help us to be embrace the difficulties and challenges, 
the pain and the sadness, 
so that, moving on, 
we may discover the wonders of your love. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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“Often the hardest person to forgive is yourself” 

 
We’re told that breakfast is the most important meal of the day! What 
kind of things have people had for breakfast today? Did anyone go to 
Breakfast Club in school? What’s your favourite kind of breakfast? 
 
I want to tell you about something that happened over breakfast.  It didn’t happen to me.  It 
happened a long time ago, in fact two thousand years ago! 
 
After Jesus had risen from the dead, his disciples decided to go fishing on their own.  After 
they had caught fish, they saw a figure on the beach who called them ashore.  It was Jesus.  
“Come and have breakfast,” he said.  “And bring some of the fish you have just caught.”  They 
saw that he had prepared a fire on the beach. 
 
After breakfast, Jesus took Peter aside.  He remembered how, on the night Jesus was 
arrested, Peter denied knowing Jesus.  He did this three times.  And he felt terrible about it,  
He had broken down crying.  Perhaps, now, Peter may have thought that Jesus was going to 
have it out with him.  Peter felt full of guilt. 
 
Jesus asked Peter, three times, “Do you love me?” 
 
After each question he gave Peter an important job - to feed my Lambs, to look after my 
sheep.  Remember that Jesus had said that he was the Good Shepherd and we were his 
flock?  Each question and each affirmation made up for each of Peter’s denials.  Jesus forgave 
him and, in that moment perhaps, Peter learned to forgive himself too. 
 
It’s important that we forgive others, and allow others to forgive us, but also to forgive 
ourselves.  To let go of feeling guilty.  It doesn’t mean that we don’t have to do something to 
make amends for the mistake we have made, or that we shouldn’t say sorry, if we need to 
say sorry.  But sometimes we can feel guilty for things that aren’t our fault at all! 
 
There is a true story about a British gangster, called Frank, who, from a very young age had 
got caught up in crime.  He was a very tough figure, and so many people were scared of him.  
However, the police finally caught up with him and he went to court and was sent to prison.  
One day, he was in the Prison Warden’s office.  The Warden placed his arm around Frank 
who broke into tears.  No one had ever shown him affection or love in his whole life.  From 
that moment on he became a changed person. He knew what it was to be cared about, and 
he began to love himself and forgive himself.  He is now out of prison and works with young 
people trying to help them not get mixed up in crime. 
 
Whilst Frank recognised the things he had done wrong, he also recognised that when he was 
young he was behaving in a certain way because that’s how he was taught to behave.  He 
never knew love or forgiveness.  It took him years and years to experience someone else’s 
love and forgiveness, and for him to love and forgive himself too. 
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Prayer 
 
We know that we are called to forgive others 
but help us to forgive ourselves 
so that we can move on, 
Live well, and love well! 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 
  



18 
 

“You fell but I’ve got you.” 

 
These are the words of the horse to the boy who had fallen from his back on a great journey. 
 
If you had to quickly flee your home, your community and your country 
because everyone was in danger what few items would you pack into a 
small rucksack? A phone, a photograph, toiletries, a favourite toy, sweets 
or food, a bottle of water, medication, clothes? What would you seize 
quickly? What would you leave behind? 
 
That’s the experience of many refugees in countries where it is dangerous, and they leave 
their home to find a place of sanctuary.  Their journey is dangerous and difficult, and some 
people never make it to the end. 
 
When Jesus was a baby, he had to flee danger when King Herod wanted to kill him, so his 
parents took Sanctuary in another country, in Egypt. 
 
Years later, as a grown man, he made such a difficult and painful journey, the journey of the 
Cross, as he carried it through the streets of Jerusalem to a hill outside the city walls.   Along 
the way, he fell  three times. Someone was pulled from the crowd to help Jesus carry his 
cross.  His name was Simon of Cyrene. 
 
Along the way too he met others who brought him comfort. 
 
His mother… 
Veronica, who wiped his face… 
Women of Jerusalem, who cried for him… 
 
They couldn’t take his pain away.  This was something he had to do, he had to go through 
with it.  So Jesus knew all about falling. And he knew the difficulties of getting up again. 
 
What do we mean by falling? Yes, physical falling, of course.  When we trip in the playground, 
fall on the football field or when we’re skipping or playing and suddenly we’re on the ground. 
 
But we can fall out of friendships… 
Fall out of favour with others…. 
Fall by mistaking mistakes 
Fall by making wrong decisions…. 
 
God is always there, loving us, welcoming us back. 
 
Jesus told a story to describe himself – he talked about a shepherd who went out of his way 
to find a lost sheep.  He had wandered away from the others, you see – and was probably 
very scared and lonely. Perhaps he had fallen down a hole, got caught in brambles, or had 
been chased into a cave by a hungry wolf. 
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But the shepherd wouldn’t give up until he found the sheep, and took him back to the rest of 
the flock.  Perhaps he may have whispered to the sheep, “You fell but I’ve got you.” 
 
Jesus calls himself, ‘The Good Shepherd.’  It’s a lovely image of Jesus, going out of his way, 
seeking us out, laying down his life for us, because he loves us so much, he loves each of us 
so much. 
 
Perhaps there are times when we feel a little bit like that lost sheep.  We may feel alone and 
worried, we may have strayed away from everyone else, found ourselves cut off from family 
we may have fallen out with friends, feel as if we’ve let others down. 
 
But Jesus comes to seek us out.  He holds us and whispers in our ears, “You fell but I’ve got 
you.” 
 
Prayer 
 
Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd. 
You love each and every one of us. 
when we fall, help us to know that you are there 
lifting us, loving us.  Amen. 
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“One of our greatest freedoms is how we react to 
things” 

 
Show them an odd shoe or a sandal or flip flop, and ask what good is one 
shoe if you have two feet!  One day, Mahatma Ghandi was rushing to get 
onto a train.  He almost missed the train, and as he pulled himself onto 
the train, one of his sandals came loose, fell onto the tracks as the train 
pulled away. 
 
What would you do under those circumstances? What did Ghandi do? He thought, “what’s 
the point of having only one shoe? At least now someone will have two shoes when they find 
them.” 
 
How do we respond to problems and situations? Do we react without thinking? Would we 
have simply been angry and frustrated at the possibility of limping around on one shoe? 
Would we have cried or shouted or been sad? Or would we have thought, “Oh well, this is an 
opportunity to make a bad situation much better because I can help someone else?” 
 
Think about… 
 
One day, children were trying to get to Jesus so he could bless them, but the followers of 
Jesus tried to turn them away.  They didn’t think Jesus would be bothered about them.  But 
Jesus said, ‘”Don’t do that.  Let them come to me!” 
 
Then there was a woman that some leaders wanted to stone to death.  They were very angry.  
Jesus wasn’t angry with the woman.  He said to everyone clutching stones, “Whoever has 
never done something wrong can cast the first stone.”  One by ne, they dropped the stone 
and walked away. 
 
On the cross, when he was in pain and dying, he looked at the people who had crucified him 
and said, “Father forgive them, they don’t know what they are doing.” 
 
The disciples were angry at the children.  Jesus welcomed them… 
The leaders were angry at the woman,  Jesus saved her life… 
The people who crucified Jesus were filled with hatred.  Jesus spoke words of love… 
 
Think about how Mary responded to the angel’s message that she had been chosen to be the 
mother of Jesus.  She was a little confused by things, and a little frightened at first, but in the 
end, she said Yes to God.  She said let “Everything you have said, happen to me.”  Thanks to 
Mary saying “Yes” to God, Jesus came into the world. 
 
So, the way we respond to things, the way we respond to our situations, and the way we 
respond to God, can really make a huge difference in the world.  Next time you’re faced with 
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a problem perhaps you can think, “How can I make this situation better? How should I 
respond?” 
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
thank you for the freedom you give us, 
the freedom to make choices and decisions. 
Help us to respond in a way that helps others 
and brings your goodness to the world. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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“Is your glass half empty or half full?” asked the 
mole.  
“I think I’m grateful to have a glass,” said the boy. 
 
 
An obvious visual aid for this assembly is a glass – half full or half empty – of water or some 
other drink! 
 
What do you think? Is my glass half empty or half full? Some people will 
look and think, “Oh no I’ve only got half a glass left.”  Others will says, 
“Great, I still have half a glass left!”  What kind of person are you? 
Someone who values what they have, or worries about what they haven’t 
got?  The boy in the story was just grateful to have a glass! 
 
Jesus told a story – about a landowner who employed workers for his field.  There was so 
much work to do that he had to keep hiring more and more people throughout the day. With 
each person, he agreed the wage he would pay them, and everyone was happy with their 
arrangement. At the end of the day, he gave everyone their pay, and they all received the 
same.  But some of the workers were unhappy because he paid the people who only worked 
one hour the same as the people who had been working all day.  “Why are you being so 
bitter because I am generous with my money,” he said.  “We agreed your wage.” 
 
Those workers were more concerned about what other people had rather than what they 
had in their own hand.  They had what they were given, but they were looking at what other 
people had been given and were a little jealous! This isn’t a story about treating everyone 
fairly – this is a story about God being generous!  
 
There is so much in our life to be thankful for!  God is good to us but sometimes we can easily 
overlook all the lovely things we have been given – and want to be like other people, or be 
jealous of other people’s gifts rather than rejoicing in them. 
 
Imagine if, at the end of every day, we counted all our blessings – that we listed every little 
thing we could and should be grateful for, everything that we had been given – what an 
amazing list that would be.  
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
thank you for all the beautiful things you have given us. 
Thank you for being so generous, so loving. 
Help us, too, to be joyful 
for all the gifts you have given to others. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Home isn’t always a place is it? 
 
Close your eyes.  Think of a time when you appeared to be at your 
happiest.  Who was there? Where were you? It may not have lasted a long 
time. It may have been the briefest of moments but you were happy.  At 
your happiest. 
 
Sometimes, we may feel out of sorts. Life may not be as we want it to be. We may think of 
the happy time, the happiest times.  The memory of the happy times may get us through the 
difficult times. The possibility of happy times may get us through the struggles. 
  
Yes, there are times when we feel quite at home with ourselves and with others.  We feel at 
peace, we feel at home… 
 
One day, Jesus climbed a high mountain.  He took with him three of his closest friends and 
followers.  Peter, James and John.  He wanted to show them something, share something 
with him.  Something beautiful. 
 
There, in front of them, Jesus shone like the sun, bright and light and beautiful. And he was 
talking to two people who, long ago, had gone to Heaven to be with God – Moses and Elijah.  
Peter and James and John loved being there.  They heard the voice of God, telling them that 
Jesus was his Beloved Son, and they should listen to him. They wanted to stay there for ever. 
They felt so much at home in the light of Jesus  Peter wanted to make some tents for them, 
create a place where they could stay, so that this moment could last longer, last for ever. 
 
They bowed their heads but, when they looked up, they saw only Jesus, and he knew it was 
time to move on, back down the mountainside.   That moment, that memory, strengthened 
them to carry on, to embrace everything that would come their way.  They didn’t quite 
understand everything but they just loved the moment of pure beauty, at being quite at 
home with Jesus and one another. 
 
We may not always be at home but we can feel “at home with God,” with Jesus.  We can 
enjoy being with him.  We don’t even have to say words.  We can simply know his love for us, 
and love him in return. 
 
Prayer 
 
Loving God, 
sometimes we don’t always feel happy or at home 
but we know that you want us to be happy, 
you want us to feel at home with you. 
Home isn’t always a place. 
Sometimes, home is simply being happy where we are 
and who we’re with. 
Thank you for home and happiness. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



24 
 

Look how far we’ve come 
 
 
Long before Jesus lived, died and rose again, the People of Israel were in 
slavery to the Egyptians but God chose Moses to lead them to freedom.  
Under cover of darkness, they escaped, but the Egyptians were hot on 
their heels.  Moses led them through the Red Sea and they found 
themselves in the desert. 
 
Whilst they were there they started to grumble.  It would be better to have stayed in Egypt 
than to die here in the Wilderness.  They weren’t really looking at how far they had come.  
They wanted to end the journey and go back to the life they once had.  They couldn’t bear to 
continue on the journey any more. 
 
Sometimes, life may seem so difficult, or perhaps we are waiting for something special to 
happen, or are working through some challenge… and we think it’s taking so long that we will 
never come to the end -  but perhaps we can stop and think how far we’ve really come. 
 
It could be that we feel that progress is so slow – perhaps in our school work - and we’re 
really thinking about giving up because we don’t seem to be making improvement.  Perhaps 
we should stop … 
 
Look at what has been achieved… 
Look back over the journey… 
Acknowledge what progress has been made... 
 
We can do that by looking at the world, too.  We may see so many problems and examples of 
injustice, at home and abroad, think there is so much to do – too much to do – so why 
bother. But what if we just looked at how far we’ve come 
 
Think about how life has changed, new laws introduced, new freedoms and rights. 
 
Choose a few examples that are age appropriate.  It could be changes in race equality, 
diversity, human rights, Children’s rights, working conditions, Real Living Wage, etc 
 
The Egyptians had to learn to be patient.  In fact, for forty years they ended up wandering in 
the desert until they came to their new homeland.  Now that’s a very long time to be 
persevering and trusting in God! 
 
Think about some of the things that you’ve achieved, and maybe some of the hurdles that 
you’ve had to deal with or are dealing with.  Look back over the last few weeks or months or 
years, and think how far you’ve come! And how exciting is it that there is lots more to come! 
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Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
you are with us on our journey, 
leading us, guiding us, with us all the way. 
Help us to feel your presence, 
and to appreciate how far we come 
and to look forward to all that lies ahead. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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I wonder if there is a school of unlearning? 
 
Maybe prepare a few quick fire general knowledge questions – something the age range 
you’re speaking to will know the answers to.  If you have time, perhaps get two volunteers to 
go head to head in a quick fire round. 
 
Alternatively, read out some amazing facts such as: 
 

 The most common name in the world is Mohammed 
 The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue 
 Women blink almost tice as much as men 
 It’s impossible to lick your eyebrow 
 A snail can sleep for three years 

 
Some people know a lot about football.  Others know a lot about dinosaurs.  Some people 
know amazing amounts about history or film or TV or superheroes (use age appropriate 
examples!) 
 
But no one knows everything about everything! 
 
We learn so much – not just in school - but wherever we are, however old we are.  We never 
stop learning!  There is so much to discover and learn. (You may want to give an example of 
something you have learnt recently) 
 
So why would the character in the book want to know about “a school of unlearning?” 
 
Perhaps, we learn stuff at times that aren’t actually true  I don’t just mean false facts or false 
rumours or fake news. – although that does happen.  I mean, we may discover things about 
ourselves that aren’t true. Or we may have a certain way of looking at the world that turns 
out to limit us.  And perhaps we need to stop trying to be so clever, and appreciate the little 
things in life, appreciate the wonder of the world, and the wonders of God. 
 
Perhaps, when Jesus told his followers that they “must become like little children to inherit 
the kingdom of God” he may have meant something of what Charlie Mackesy writes – about 
a school of unlearning! 
 
Jesus blessed God for revealing the mysteries of the Kingdom of God to small children and 
not to the learned and the clever.  Perhaps those who knew so much thought they knew it 
all.  Perhaps children were more open minded, were able to look at things differently, open 
to new ideas and new ways of seeing the world 
 
The trouble with grown-ups is that they can so easily stop using their imagination and 
dreaming dreams! 
 
God is so mysterious, we can’t know everything there is to know about him.  We just couldn’t 
comprehend him or take it all in.  He has most beautifully shown us who he is in Jesus.  
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We will never know God until we reach heaven. In the Bible, St John says then we shall know 
God as he knows us, for we shall see him face to face – and all the learning in the world will 
pale into insignificance! 
 
Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
keep us wide eyed at the wonder of the world, 
May we dream dreams 
and be open to all you are doing in the world. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Always remember you matter 
you’re important and you are loved, 
and you bring to this world things no one else can.” 
 
 
What ambitions do you have? What dreams do you have? How will your 
ambitions and dreams make the world a better place, a wonderful place, 
a beautiful place? 
 
It’s so difficult sometimes to know what God wants us to do.  God calls each of us to do 
something special in the world.  It may be so every day and ordinary that we don’t realise it.  
But we are all important, and each of us can make such a difference. 
 
To help us think about this, let’s think about some of the people who are important to us.  
They could be parents, friends, grandparents, brothers, sisters, teachers, neighbours.  How 
are they important? What do they mean to us? What difference do they make to us? 
 
There is a special word for doing something we feel called to do: “Vocation.” 
 
Over a hundred years ago, there lived a saint called Terese of Lisieux.  She was quite young 
when she died but she really loved God, and wanted to do what pleased him but she couldn’t 
quite work out what that was. 
 
She really wanted to discover what God wanted her to be in the world.  What her special 
calling was, her special role, her special vocation.  
 
And then, she discovered what it was.  She was so happy – she said “I am beside myself with 
joy” and she cried out: “O Jesus, my Love, at last I have found my vocation. My vocation is 
love! Yes, I have found my place in the heart of the Church, and this place, O my God…. I will 
be LOVE!” 
 
What a beautiful thing to do and to be.  We each have something unique to bring, imagine if  
She just didn’t want to be loving or fill everything she did with love.  She wanted to BE love! 
 
What is God calling you to do? What is God calling you to be?  Perhaps you may already think 
you know or maybe it’s waiting to be discovered.  St Teresa knew that every vocation was 
filled with love.   
 
Each of you is unique and wonderful. God has something for you to do.  And it will be full of 
love. 
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Prayer 
 
God our Father, 
help us to discover what you want us to do 
so that like St Terese we can be beside ourselves with joy 
at knowing that we are doing you will. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 


