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Our Sunday Mass is a joyful occasion with people from across the generations. 
 
At the beginning of Mass, after the Greeting, children of Primary School age are invited to participate in 
their own Liturgy of the Word in a separate place.  This isn’t a removing of the children from the gathered 
people, but a means through which the children can be nurtured in the Christian Faith in a way that is 
meaningful for them, and the theme of their time together is determined by the gospel of the day. 
 
The children approach the altar, and they are presented with a Book of Bible Readings.  Accompanied by 
prayer and song they process to a separate place, gathering again with the whole of the congregation for 
the Presentation of the Gifts, as we gather at the altar table of the Lord. 
 
These resource provide a simple structure for each Sunday of the year which we are delighted to make 
available with other parishes.  There are, of course, so many resources available for Sunday Celebrations 
with children, and we have benefitted so much from them, and these resources can still be used alongside 
any that we offer. 
 
We adapt a number of different songs to accompany the procession of the children, such as the chorus 
‘Open our eyes, Lord’ which we adapt as a prayer for the children to ‘Open their eyes, Lord’ etc.  Another 
option is the first verse of the hymn, ‘Take the word of God with you as you go.’ 
 
We hope these resources prove useful to you in your Ministry among children, and we are working to 
release many other resources in the near future.  
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CHILDREN & THE SUNDAY WORD 
Sunday 5th September 2021 
‘BE OPENED’ 
 
LECTIONARY |RC: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mark 7:31-37 |RCL: Trinity 14, Pentecost 15: Mark 
7:24 -37 
 
Presentation of the Gospel Book   
At St Mary’s, after the Greeting, the children are 
presented with a Book of Bible Readings to carry with 
them to their own place.  The following words may be 
used by the priest.  Alternatively, they could be read 
by the Leader when all have gathered in their place. 
 
Setting Off 
‘Sometimes it’s not easy to listen to what we’re being 
told. Sometimes, we are too busy doing other things 
or just aren’t interested. God speaks to us in many 
ways.  He speaks to us through the Bible. He speaks to 
us today. He wants us to hear him speaking. So here’s 
your special book of Bible readings full of amazing 
stories and brilliant things to share with others.’ 
 
A suitable song is sung as they process to their own 
place.  When all have arrived, the Book of Bible 
Readings is placed on a central table alongside a 
candle. 
 
Lighting of the Candle 
The candle is lit, accompanied by the following words: 
 

God is with us: 
a light shining in the darkness. 

 
Saying Sorry 

‘Let’s say sorry to God and each other for the 
things we’ve done wrong and for the times we 
haven’t listened to God and each other.’ 
 
Lord Jesus, you speak words of love, 
help us to listen. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
 
Lord Jesus, you speak words of comfort, 
help us to listen. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you speak to us now, 
help us to listen. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 
 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins 
and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 

 

Gospel 
We greet the good news of Jesus by singing ‘Alleluia ‘ 
Sing a familiar ‘Alleluia’ such as Celtic Alleluia. 
 
The Gospel of the Day is read 
 
DO: Play a Game of Chinese whisper, passing a few 
fun sentences between each person 
 
REFLECT: Talk about how difficult it can be to hear 
what’s being said.  Jesus speaks to us in many ways.  
Even though the Bible was written over two thousand 
years ago, the words and stories of Jesus are for 
today.  They were passed from one generation to the 
next so that just as those first disciples could listen to 
Jesus and enjoy his company, so we can do the same 
today.  When we read the Bible or have the bible read 
to us, we meet Jesus and hear his voice. 
 
In the story we heard today, Jesus makes a deaf man 
who couldn’t speak properly able to hear and speak.  
Can you remember how Jesus did this? (Takes him 
away to a private place, puts his fingers in his ears, 
and spittle on his tongue) What did the people think? 
(They were astonished)  How do you think the man 
felt? (The Bible story doesn’t tell us – they will need to 
use their imagination!) 
 
CRAFT: Get the children to create their own Bible 
Bookmarks with the following phrases from today’s 
Gospel Reading : “Jesus said “Be opened’ or  “He has 
done all things well” or other appropriate verses from 
the Bible such as: “Speak Lord your servant is 
listening;  “You have the message of eternal life” (1 
Samuel 3:9/ John 6:68).  For younger children, you 
may want to use a template for them simply to 
colour.  
 
OTHER IDEAS: learn some British Sign Language for 
worship.  The following website of Christian BSL  is a 
great resource: https://christianbsl.com and where 
you can find useful videos for all kinds of Christian 
phrases and prayers. 
 
PRAY: You may want to spend some brief moments in 
prayer – ask the children if there is anything or 
anyone they would like to pray for.  Use common 
liturgical petitions such as ‘Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer’ after each prayer. 
 
‘Before we return to our friends and family, we say 
together:’ 
 
The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all evermore.  Amen. 
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CHILDREN & THE SUNDAY WORD 
Sunday 12th September 2021 
‘WHO ARE YOU?’ 
 
LECTIONARY |RC: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mark 8:27-35 |RCL: Trinity 15, Pentecost 16: Mark 
8:27-38 
 
Presentation of the Gospel Book   
At St Mary’s, after the Greeting, the children are 
presented with a Book of Bible Readings to carry with 
them to their own place.  The following words may be 
used by the priest.  Alternatively, they could be read 
by the Leader when all have gathered in their place. 
 
Setting Off 
This book of Bible Readings tells us so many things 
about Jesus but there won’t ever be enough books in 
the world to say everything that could be said about 
God.  So treasure this book.  It brings us closer to 
Jesus.  In the pages of this book and through the 
words you will hear, you will meet Jesus. 
 
A suitable song is sung as they process to their own 
place.  When all have arrived, the Book of Bible 
Readings is placed on a central table alongside a 
candle. 
 
Lighting of the Candle 
The candle is lit, accompanied by the following words: 
 

God is with us: 
a light shining in the darkness. 

 
Saying Sorry 

‘Let’s say sorry to God and each other for the 
things we’ve done wrong.  Jesus wants us to know 
him and to be close to him. 
 
Lord Jesus, you want us to know you. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
 
Lord Jesus, you want us to love you. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you want us to follow you. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 
 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins 
and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

Gospel 
We greet the good news of Jesus by singing ‘Alleluia ‘ 
Sing a familiar ‘Alleluia’ such as Celtic Alleluia. 
 
The Gospel of the Day is read 
 
DO: Using a magazine or newspaper, show them 
various pages with photographs of (famous) people.  
Do they recognise any of them? Are there any they 
don’t know?  What do they know about them? 
 
REFLECT: We know who lots of people are.  We may 
know who the Queen is. We may know who Marcus 
Rashford is. We may know who (insert names relevant 
to the children in your group) is.  But how well do we 
really know them? 
 
In the story we heard today, Jesus knows there are 
lots of people saying lots of different things about 
him.  Can you remember some of them? (Some 
thought he was John the Baptist, Elijah, Moses).   But 
he was more interested in what his disciples thought 
he was.  How well did they know him? Do you 
remember Peter’s answer? Yes, Christ.  Jesus has lots 
of titles which tell us something about who he is.  Do 
you know any? (The Good Shepherd, Light of the 
World, Bread of Life, etc.)  Christ means Anointed 
One.  It’s the Greek word for Messiah – the one God 
had promised he would send.  The one the world was 
waiting for! 
 
CRAFT: Using previously prepared icons or paintings 
of Jesus (or a photograph of an image in your own 
church), get the children to make or decorate picture 
frames for them.  These can be cheaply obtained or 
you could just create a cardboard frame.  Older 
children could write some titles of Jesus around the 
frame, including ‘CHRIST’ or ‘YOU ARE THE CHRIST.’ 
 
OTHER IDEAS: Create a collage with as many 
different images of Jesus as possible.  Or in block 
capitals write the word CHRIST on a large sheet of 
cardboard, and cover the letters with the images. 
 
PRAY: You may want to spend some brief moments in 
prayer – ask the children if there is anything or 
anyone they would like to pray for.  Use common 
liturgical petitions such as ‘Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer’ after each prayer. 
 
‘Before we return to our friends and family, we say 
together:’ 
 
The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all evermore.  Amen. 
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CHILDREN & THE SUNDAY WORD 
Sunday 19th September 2021 
‘WHO’S THE GREATEST?’ 
 
LECTIONARY |RC: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mark 9:30-37 |RCL: Trinity 16, Pentecost 17: Mark 
9:30-37 
 
Presentation of the Gospel Book   
At St Mary’s, after the Greeting, the children are 
presented with a Book of Bible Readings to carry with 
them to their own place.  The following words may be 
used by the priest.  Alternatively, they could be read 
by the Leader when all have gathered in their place. 
 
Setting Off 
We live in a very competitive world, where it seems 
everyone wants to be the best or the greatest.  In the 
story from this Book of Bible Readings  which you’ll 
hear today, you’ll discover the secret of being great – 
and it may come as a surprise! We’ll wait for your 
return so that together we can celebrate the Eucharist 
at Jesus’ table. 
 
A suitable song is sung as they process to their own 
place.  When all have arrived, the Book of Bible 
Readings is placed on a central table alongside a 
candle. 
 
Lighting of the Candle 
The candle is lit, accompanied by the following words: 
 

God is with us: 
a light shining in the darkness. 

 
Saying Sorry 

‘Let’s say sorry to God and each other for the 
things we’ve done wrong.  Jesus shares with us the 
greatness of his love. 
 
Lord Jesus, help us to be great by being kind. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
 
Lord Jesus, help us to be great by being loving. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, help us to be great by being caring. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 
 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins 
and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 
Gospel 
We greet the good news of Jesus by singing ‘Alleluia ‘ 
Sing a familiar ‘Alleluia’ such as Celtic Alleluia. 
 
The Gospel of the Day is read 
 
DO: Make a list of things the children are good at.  
Make sure every child shares at least one thing! 
Perhaps, they may want to share things that they 
think are good about each other.  You could do this by 
using a large sheet of paper, using post it notes, or 
label stickers which the children write on and attach 
to themselves. 
 
REFLECT: Each of us have gifts and skills and talents.  
And maybe in the years to come you’ll discover other 
things that you’ll turn out to be good at.  Who knows, 
maybe someone will turn out to be a great Olympian 
or footballer, a great leader or a singer or an actor.   
 
In the story we heard today, the disciples are arguing 
about which of them is the greatest. The greatest 
what? Disciple, person, leader, preacher, teacher? 
Jesus had a different way.  He said to be great you 
must be like a child (What do you think he meant?)  
To be great you have to be like a servant, you have to 
be humble, you have to put others first.  In what 
practical ways can we be great today? What acts of 
love or service or kindness can we do? 
 
CRAFT: Make paper aeroplanes and decorate them 
with characteristics we are called to have as 
Christians, characteristics which make us great in the 
eyes of Jesus, such Love, Faith, Hope, Kind, Helpful, 
understanding, etc.  If practical, fly the aeroplanes and 
watch them soar 
 
OTHER IDEAS: Children are very important to Jesus.  
There are some great resources around about the UN 
Rights of the Child which may, of course, be a 
separate project to explore.  Check out 
www.unicef.org details about the charter. 
 
PRAY: You may want to spend some brief moments in 
prayer – ask the children if there is anything or 
anyone they would like to pray for.  Use common 
liturgical petitions such as ‘Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer’ after each prayer. 
 
‘Before we return to our friends and family, we say 
together:’ 
 
The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all evermore.  Amen. 
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CHILDREN & THE SUNDAY WORD 
Sunday 26th September 2021 
‘WE’RE IN IT TOGETHER’ 
 
LECTIONARY |RC: 65th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mark 9:38-43,45,47-8 |RCL: Trinity 16, Pentecost 17: 
Mark 9:38-50 
 
Presentation of the Gospel Book   
At St Mary’s, after the Greeting, the children are 
presented with a Book of Bible Readings to carry with 
them to their own place.  The following words may be 
used by the priest.  Alternatively, they could be read 
by the Leader when all have gathered in their place. 
 
Setting Off 
There are so many great things that Jesus wants us to 
do, and each of us has gifts that God has given us.  He 
wants us to encourage each other to do good things 
for God and each other.  You’ll hear about it in the 
story today which you’ll find in this Book of Bible 
Readings. 
 
A suitable song is sung as they process to their own 
place.  When all have arrived, the Book of Bible 
Readings is placed on a central table alongside a 
candle. 
 
Lighting of the Candle 
The candle is lit, accompanied by the following words: 
 

God is with us: 
a light shining in the darkness. 

 
Saying Sorry 

‘Let’s say sorry to God and each other for the 
things we’ve done wrong. Jesus wants us to help 
each other and be encouraged by one another. 
 
Lord Jesus, you make us happy by doing great 
things. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
 
Lord Jesus, you make us happy by doing great 
things through others. 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you make us happy by doing great 
things through us. 
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy 
 
May Almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins 
and bring us to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

 

Gospel 
We greet the good news of Jesus by singing ‘Alleluia ‘ 
Sing a familiar ‘Alleluia’ such as Celtic Alleluia. 
 
The Gospel of the Day is read 
 
DO: Make a list of things the children are good at.  
Make sure every child shares at least one thing! 
Perhaps, they may want to share things that they 
think are good about each other.  You could do this by 
using a large sheet of paper, using post it notes, or 
sticky labels which the children attach to themselves. 
 
REFLECT: What different groups, clubs or teams do 
you belong to? Make a list of the children’s answers? 
School, gardening club, football team, netball, cricket, 
music, choir? When we’re part of a team, we need to 
work together.  One person on his own doesn’t make 
a football team.  No one runner in a Relay race is 
more important than the other.  In today’s gospel 
reading, some of Jesus’ disciples seem to be a little bit 
jealous because they see other people doing the work 
that Jesus had called them to do.  ‘You mustn’t stop 
them doing wonderful things in my name,’ he said.  
‘Anyone who is not against us is for us.’  We are all 
members of the church, the family of God, and we can 
all do the things that Jesus is asking us to do.  Some of 
us will do different things – but everything that each 
of us can do is important.  We can and should 
encourage one another as brothers and sisters of 
Jesus. 
 
CRAFT: Get the children to make greeting cards with 
encouraging messages which they can either give to 
each other, to someone in the family or a member of 
the congregation.  It could be a ‘Thank you’ card for 
something that someone does in the church.  ‘Thank 
you for cutting the grass’ or ‘Keep up the good work’ 
or ‘Thank you for singing in the choir,’ etc. 
 
OTHER IDEAS: Can the children find out about some 
of the ministries carried out in their church?  How 
many jobs are there? Maybe they could create a 
questionnaire for members of the congregation 
 
PRAY: You may want to spend some brief moments in 
prayer – ask the children if there is anything or 
anyone they would like to pray for.  Use common 
liturgical petitions such as ‘Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer’ after each prayer. 
 
‘Before we return to our friends and family, we say 
together:’ 
The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the Love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all evermore.  Amen. 


